Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 295 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.041; wR factor = 0.124; data-to-parameter ratio = 12.4.
The title compound, C 18 H 20 N 2 O 3 , crystallizes as the keto tautomer, unlike the vast majority of similar structures that have been reported that contain the hydroxy tautomer. There are two strong hydrogen bonds in the crystal structure, both accepted by the same carbonyl group: one intramolecular N-HÁ Á ÁO and one intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO. As a result, the carbonyl C O distance is long, at 1.310 (2) Å , which may suggest the molecule has a significant zwitterionic character. The dihedral angle between the benzene ring planes is 15.05 (7) . As a result of the intramolecular hydrogen bond, the bridging C-C N-C group is almost coplanar with the benzene ring that has the diethylamino substituent [dihedral angle 2.35 (15) ]. 
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Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: CrysAlis CCD (Oxford Diffraction, 2006 ); cell refinement: CrysAlis RED (Oxford Diffraction, 2006) ; data reduction: CrysAlis RED; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 1997); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 1997); molecular graphics: XP (Siemens, 1989); software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97and WinGX (Farrugia, 1999) . Sheldrick, G. M. (1997 , 1970 , Singh & Dash, 1988 , Varma et al., (1986 ). In the course of our studies of Schiff bases (e.g. Büyükgüngör et al., 2007; Odabaşoğlu et al., 2007; Yathirajan et al., 2007) , the title compound, C 18 H 20 N 2 O 3 was synthesized and its crystal structure is reported.
The title compound crystallizes as the keto-tautomer ( The conformation of the molecule is described by the dihedral angles between benzene ring planes of 15.05 (7)°. As a result of the intramolecular hydrogen bond, the bridging C-C═N-C group is almost coplanar with the ring B (dihedral angle 2.35 (15)°). The COO group is significantly, by 21.73 (10)°, twisted with respect to its parent ring's plane. On the other end of the molecule, the C-N-C fragment is twisted by 17.0 (2)°, while the terminal C-C bonds are almost perpendicular to the CNC plane.
In the crystal structure the molecules are connected by strong intermolecular O-H···O hydrogen bonds into tapes along the y-direction. The O-H bond is significantly elongated, to 1.07 (3)Å due to the formation of the hydrogen bond (cf. Fig. 2 b). The tapes are connected by relatively strong inter-tape C-H···O hydrogen bonds into the layers (Fig. 3) . Some additional C-H···O interactions (Table 1 ) also play a role in the building of the crystal structure. 
Refinement
The hydrogen atoms were located in the difference Fourier maps and refined as 'riding model'. Isotropic displacement parameters for hydrogen atoms were set at 1.2 (1.3 for methyl group) times the U eq values of appropriate carrier atoms.
Figures Fig. 1 . Anisotropic displacement ellipsoids representation (50% probability level) of the molecule with the atom labelling scheme, iIntramolecular hydrogen bond is depicted in dashed line. 
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